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Founded February 1995 by students afShawnee·state University• 

SHAWNEE o ·JULY 1997 

THIS ISSUE 

Special Shawnee Sentinel Staff Report 

Information was released at the bi-weekl;y meeting of the 
Concerned Citizens Group on June 2, 1997, that the soon to be 
closed Dayton-Walther Cori,orati~n Plant site may contain 
hazardous nuclear radiation material buried on the Charles Street 
site in Portsmouth. 

Damon Fite stated during the meeting that a former employee 
of Da)10n Walther, along with other citizens from Portsmouth 
have signed notarized statements that claim that self contained 
canisters marked as containing radioactive material was seen 
entering the plant over the last 10 years. 

The notarized statements were presented to Portsmouth Mayor 
Frank Gerlach. According to Fite, the mayor has joined the 
group's effort to investigate this matter. 

Mr. Fite stated that he and others had approached the mayor 
back in 1989 concerning this matter and were told at that time 
that the men over at Dayton Walther could lose jobs if this 
information leaked to the press. 

The former plant manager Max Behrer was contacted by the 
mayo1· concerning the grnup's concern. According to Mr. Fite the 
mayor was told by Mr. Behrer that the canisters in question were 
being utilized to carry out industrial waste, not nuclear waste. The 
Dayton Walther plant on Charles Street made brake drums for 
trucks. 

The group is questioning why Dayton Walther has a fenced in 
area behind the old Schaeffer warehouse by the railroad tracks in 
Portsmouth that has sensors above ground. This area is clearly 
marked "pri,·ate property no trespassing". 

A description given to Danton Fite by local truck drivers has 
led him to believe that more than industrial waste is buried at 
Dayton-Walther. Mr. Fite claimed that he has talked to the truck 
drivers who brought in dirt that was used to bury the canisters in 
question. Mr. Fite was told that there were men in the holes 
covering the canisters with a rubber like sub~tance and then dirt 
was dumped on top of the rubber. 

The men stated to Mr. Fite that they witnessed men in the holes 
wearing protective clothing from head to toe. After dumping 
the dirt the truck drivers claim to have been forced to wash their 
trucks prior to taking them back on the city streets. 

The picture below shows part of a large mound of earth on 
he north side of the Dayion-Walther Foundry. Photo wa 
aken near 8th and Elm Streets behind the old Schaeffer Supe 

arket Warehouse. The mound appears to be more than a 
ere in size and is enclosed by a high chain link fence. It i 
elieved that radio-active wa~ie is buried here. 

ce ....... 
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Scenic Scioto Count 
The mail, ·pm bottles, auto 

gs and other traceable 
items that are pulled from 
illegal dump sites by Scioto 

ounty workers are being 
ocumented and turned in 
o the Commissioners. 
Judge Marshall promised to 
et tough on offenders. 

You dump it, you may get a 
eek on litter detail to clean 



UNIVERSITY 

The Shawnee Sentinel was founded in early 1995 by 
a group of journalism students at Shawnee State 
University who sought equal opportunity and their 
God-given rights of freedom of speech. The Shawnee 
Sentinel bas become the student's favorite publication 
on campus and is very popular with the community at 
large. 

The Shawnee Sentinel does not receive any funding 
from Shawnee State University but is written and 
published by students and other contributors at no 
expense to the public. 
THE SHAWNEE SENTINEL IS NOW A COX 
NEWSPAPER. 
D. K. Cox, Publishing Editor 
A. Craig Bennett, Editor Emeritus 
Daniel T. Days, Past Editor and Literary Reporter 
Doug Deepe, Special Investigative Reporter 

PAGET\NO 
EDITORIAL 

STUDENTS: 
Below is information that the 
administration of this university has no 
provided you and does not want you to 
know. 

KEEP THIS ARTICLE, YOU 
MAY NEED IT! 

THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, 
FFICE FOR CIVIL RIGHTS WIL 

INVESTIGATE STUDENT COMPLAINTS 
GAINST ANY EDUCATIONA 

INSTITUTION THAT RECEIVES FEDERAL 
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE. 

Austin Leedom, Sports Editor,Special Events his includes Shawnee State University but n 
Wally Leedom, Reporter dministratorhere would ever tell you. 

The Shawnee Sentinel is produced by students from 
Shawnee State Univerity and others.and dedicated to ny student who believes that anyone a 

Shawnee State University has 
printing the documented truth· Our writers are iscriminated against them, or someon. 
university students or alumni, have attended hey know, may file a complaint by writing 
.iQurnalism classes, will not use a word if they do not O the U . S . D E p ART M E N T O F 
know the meaning of it, if they do use the word will EDUCATION, OFFICE FOR CIVIL RIGHTS, 
make every effort to spell it correctly, and will use 111 NORTH CANAL STREET, ROOM 1053 
proper grammar and punctuation. HICAGO, ILLINOIS 60606-7204 or FAX 

Students who can write are invited to become (312) 353-4888. 
members of the Shawnee Sentinel, WARNING: any he Office for Civil Rights (OCR) will 
who join the staff should expect to he harassed by the promptly respond by mailing to you th 
Vice President of Student Affairs Larry Mangus, or proper forms, guidelines and explanation 
bis henchmen. (The last two student editors ha,,e f what to do. It is all easy to read an 
been forced off , or coerced into leaving, the campus) asy to do. If you would rather call tha 
H you arc interested in joining the Shawnee Sentinel rite the phone number for OCR in 
staff call Austin Leedom at 259-4822 for more hicago is (312) 886-8434. It's okay to call, 
information. hey're friendly. 

Although the Shuwnee Sentinel had its beginning_ on It is not necessary to complain to any othe 
the campus, it is not now, and has never been the person or agency before filing with th 
voice of the administrators of Shawnee State CR, and filing with OCR does not hinde 
Uaiversity. The executives of SSU have their own ou from filing suit for damages in cou 
newspaper, paid for with public mone)',. directed by ctions. 
paid overseers and edited by paid students. CR will keep your complaint as private a 

~S~en~ti~·n~e~I ~is~a~n~e~w~s~pa~p~e~r~fo~r~t~h~e~stu~d~en~t~s·~~~~possible and has prohibitions a gains 
- nyone who might attempt to intimidate, 

SUBSCRIBE NOW ! DON' 
MISS A SINGLE EXCITIN 
ISSUE. P. 0. Box 222, Portsoiouth, Oh 4S662 
Send your $20.00 check today to tlJ• Sfintlne/ ror· 11 fun 

mall aubacrlptlon. 
READ TJ,IE EXCLUSIVE INSIDE DOCUMENTED STORIES 

. . 
,...._ "; 

hreaten, coerce, or discriminate agains 
ou because you made a complaint t 
CR. 
CR enforces Federal civil rights laws o 
iscrimination on the basis of race, color, 
ational origin, age, di$abilities and sex. · 

f you have reason to believe your righ 
ve been violated or that, you have bee 

reated unfairly, contact the. OCR. There I 
. o cost to you. • , 

Recognized at ss 
U as the only real 
newspaper on 
campus and is not 
approved by 
Adolph Hitler, nor 
Larry Mangus. 

CAMPUS BEAUTIFUL 
The Shawnee State University campus is 

looking better and better all the time. Th 
vision of Dr. David Gleason, director o 
facilities and planning, is coming to pass. 
His untiring efforts, and the hard dedicate 
work of the men who take care of the plant 
and grounds at SSU have made the campu 
"a thing of beauty." 

Take time to stop and enjoy the lovel 
flowers and plants and feast on the 
loveliness of the beautiful campus grounds. 

Also take time to pick up any trash that 
hurried person has let fall to the grounds 
Former President Frank Taylor always ha 
time to pick up any trash he saw; this migh 
have come from his military training i 
'policing the area'. 

We have been blessed with a great ere 
of mai'ntenance and custodial personnel 
their accorpplishments are superb. Also w 
must not forget to give plaudits to thei 
capable director, Dan Young, one of th 
hardest working men on campus. 

However, amidst all these good peopl 
and the lovely campus that Providence ha 
blessed us with, there are clouds on th 
horizon. Look up at the sky and you ma 
see the buzzards circling the campus 
drawn by the aroma of the evil corruption o 
those who would take away the God-give 
rights of their fellow citizens to protect thei 
own evil deeds from coming to the light o 
day. 

During its short life this newspaper ha 
been defended by President Clive Veri an 
his assistant, and has been befriended b 
Dr. Gleason, Mr. Young and many, man 
others; but Vice-President of Student Affairs 
Larry Mangus has repeatedly attacked th 
Shawnee Sentinel. He has written letters t 
advertisers, had his henchman, Davi 
Edwards call advertisers, and he ha 
personally called on advertisers to sto 
them from advertising with the Shawne 
Sentinel. He has damaged us. He has eve 
attempted to run down, with his auto, ou 
former editor A.C. Bennett. Now Larry ha 
duped the Board of Trustees into passin 
rules denying students rights to lega 
coonsel and infringing upon the distributio 
of the Shawnee Sentinel on campus 

· .... The buzzards are circling ...... 

ST AGE DOOR .VIDEO 
At348 & 104 Behind T"p.e BriWJ?atch3 Lucasville3 ~Oh. 259-44( 
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23 SOUTHBOUND FLEA RKET 
42,000 Sq Ft Ove1· 150 Vending Areas 

Cash Give-Away 3 Ti1nes Daily, 9-5 Sat & Sun 
Fine Foods, Do1ne Cooked Me~Is, Funnel Cakes 

.Jost North of Scioto Co. Line, 614-289-4151 · 

Ot I ks-<Jt -CZl s f}ewel ry, CAi ngs 
Graf I c5upplies J~~l I& ~Ki CJrecklacru, Chtllms, C/JJaichru 
Building B Booths 20 thru 25 Building A Booths & 34 Building B Booths 6 & 7 

El elly ti;;]; 'Beans BOOTC &· CHO· -Ee ~l9)t £!\ W@~ 
. CWind Chimes, Crystal J . J . J ffe\W@~ ffe\Wffe\!llJ\;u i@~ffe\Y 
HAUKY SAUKS U.S. ARMY COATS 
Building B Booths 32 & 33 Building A Booths 26 & 27 Building A Booths 17 18 19 20 
GOLD[tJ D[LICIO~ LOWEST PRICES IN THE AREA CUCUMB~R~ YA~ KIW~ 

+'G~ PRODUC1E BY ONE OF THE LARGES 
0(,~'-t PRODUCE DISTRIBUTORS IN THE TRI-STATE 

euRIS!TMM! BM!KIT~ T AtJG~J~lfJ~ I-ION~YD[W~ TOMA TO~ CAUU~LOWER ONIO~ R~D APPl~ 
· L(;MO~ POTATO~ 50#/$4 -CJRAP~J:RUIT CABBAG~ BLDG o AT THE DOOR 
ORANG~ ~QQ PLANT BUY $3 IN.PRODUCE & WELL PAY YOUR PARKING 

;;~ Christian Shirts PER~ONALaED GIFf 
Wl};]@~~~ffe\~~ [Q)~~ii~;~f@i Pictures? '\:V allhangings History of you & your loved ones names 
o/J ti\lm~~v ©)(f Leather _Ball Ca]IJ>S Matted Print, Display Quality 

·.Building· IJ Booths 16 & 17 Building D Booths 22 & 23 Building A Booth 9 

~UITTOM ~ILK OCRttNING G Et C CRAFTS +;~ 
cw,EATSHIRTS & T SHIRT'S WOODCRAFTS, LACE FOR WAmtING DEMONSTRATION u W • , DOLLS, SWEATSHIRTS CIJT.!rtlRU !NYTHING, STD1L BE IWMR SHAil 
Building A Booths 2 & 3 Building A Booths ·21 & 22 Building D Booths 11 & 12 

DON'T :\IISS A SINGLF. ISSUE OF THE SHAWNEE SENTIN,EL, "The onl~ real ne"s source on campus". TO RECEIVE A FULL ONE YEAR SUBSCRIPTION BY 
M.\IL SDm A CHECK FOR S20 TO P.O. BOX 222, PORTSl\10UTH,OH .t:-6<,2. . 



NEW TRIAL FOR JOHN WELTON 
Former Shawnee State Uniwrsity Bursar John Welton 

sen·ed a year in 1>rison for alleged theft at S S U that audits fai 
o substantiate, and now faces-as much as ten (10) more years i 
rison for alleged perjuries that Prosecuting Attorney Lyn 
rimshaw charges were committed in September 1996 durin~ 

SSU EX-BURSAR'S TRIAL SET 
FOR AUGUST 11, 1997 IN 

COMMON PLEAS COURT- 141 
WITNESSES TO BE CALLED 

uit against Mr. Welton by Niagara Fire Insurance Co. of New 
ersey. The company sued to recover nearly a half-million 
ollars that they had paid to SSU in 1994 to settle a claim file 
y Duid Creamer, former SSU VP of business affairs. In 
eposition made in Franklin County in September 1996 Mr 
elton said he did not steal the money. In an interrogatory 
ailed to Columbus from Scioto County Mr. Welton agai 

"HIGHWAY PATROLMEN, DAVID CREAMER AND OTHERS LIED IN <;'OURT." 

enied the theft. Neither document was ever filed in Sciot 
ounty. Mr. Tom Novack, attorney for the New Jersey 

ompany, was told by Judge Donald Co~ in a pre-tr ial hearin 
·n August 1996 in Scioto County that he (Mr . NO\·ack) would 

ohn Welton, former bursar, SSll 

••••••••••••••• Ill 

ne to prove the money was missing from Shawnee Stat 
nh·crsity and would haw to pro,·c that Mr. Welton took th 
oney. Mr. Nonck dropped the suit on Sep. 19, 1996. 

John Welton told reporters bis new trial is slated for Aug.11 
1997; he is anxious to go to court, and his attorney, Joe Hale 
·ntends to call at least 141. witnesses, including Judge Waite 

ytten, Deputy Sheriff/Bailiff Ancil Mark Darby, Sheriff Mart 
onini, Attorney Rick Faulkner, Ma11in Poston, plus SS 
omptroller Joanne Charles, President Clh·e Veri, Dr. Duid 
leason, and many others from SSU. Mr. Welto~ claims that h 
ow has documents that will prove pe-rjury was committed b I 

llltle Nick's .. .. . . .... .. ... S .55 
Packo1Doga(l2) ......... . $8.35 
ll'I Ham Sandwich . ... . . . .. S .85 
llamburger .... .. . .. ... .. :S .85 
Fries .... . . ... . .. . . . . . . .. . S .85 
Onion Rings .. . . . .. ... . . .. . S 1.10 

COut1ks F,oar• 
11e,. .,,,. 

V1nlll1Coke . ...... $1.00 & Sl.40 
Olerry Coke ... . .. ·.$1.00 & $1 .40 

Hol Colin Ca cup) . . .. . . ; ... S .75 
Hol Chocol1le .. . . . .... . ... S .75 ,~ ..... 
'!r-1•1• S .90 REGULAR 
01•1''""' 1.15 LARGE 
J.'nn1 .n... flosle Mug 
..At,r,,, 1J,M, 3 00 Pitcher 
MIik • , 

- OFF STREET PARKING -

©t1t9ittoQ <JJot COogs 
· 1122 <J.Jo•~i!!1111111QQe t.A11et1Ue 

cro.-t,m,01111,. ©l,10 45662 

CRL 1 gq 
u\fot1l£t uUot1eQm,cl 

cpi,otte 
614-456-4848 

vllrM• -- - <~111 
11:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 

VALLEY 

goup 
Been .. .. . . . . .. .. . . .. .... . Sl .25 
Vegetable Beel .. .. . . . ... . . SI .25 
Chlll ...... .. . .. .... .. . .. . Sl .25 
Corn Breed .. . .. .. ...... . . S .55 
Exira Crackw1 , ... ... . .. .. S .05 

cpolalo C£tt~s 
P9raonal IIH . . ,. ........ . . S .59 
Snack IIH ... , , , , . , , . . ... . S .99 
Dinner alze . ... , ..... .... . . SI .59 

!fandy 8111 ........ . .... . . S .55 
Gum .. ..... . .. . .... . . . . . . S .25 
Minta . . . ..... . . . , .. , .. . . . S .55 

Ore1k PJ1 ... . . . .......... . S .85 
rDW.., _, <'J..M,I 

81kl1v1 . . . .. , . ..... . ..... S .85 

Ill 
Ill 
Ill 
Ill 
II 
Ill 
II 

fficers of the Ohio Highway Patrol, by Dnid Creamer, an· 
ther SS U personnel. , 

NEW GIANT WALK IN COOLERS 
WE HA VE THE COLDEST BEER 

IN THE COUNTRY 

Fenton's 
Convenient Carry-Ou~ 
DRIVE-THRU SERVICE 

At Rosemount on the Old Scioto Trail 
7:00-11:00 daily 
7:00 -12:00 Fri &:. Sat 

SUPER LOTTERY 

" BIG SELECTION OF COLD BEER AND FINE WINES 

« COLD POP, CHIPS • & ICE CREAM FOR 111E KIDS 

« BREAD, MILK AND GROCERIES 

When it's party time -
stop at Fenton's 

WHERE YOl/ARE ALWAYS NUMBER..D.#E 

Riverbend Mercantile 
A1VTIQUES CRAFTS 

CHRJST1WAS LOFT, COLLECTIBLES 
TRLT1\!KS, REFINISHED FL'Rl\!JTLTRE 
440 2nd Str. Portsmouth, Oh. 354-3759 

WHOLESALE24 UNIONST. 
Restaurant & Institutional Food Supplier .. , . _ .. . - --~....,..........~= ~ ...;__======-----;...;...• •;...;...···;..;..· ;..;..' ' ;...;..,·. _____________ _____, .... ,, ,,, 
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TWINBOYST DING POST 
St R_t 139 i=>ovvr1.tovvn 1V1iriror<l 2 C>h_ 820-2697 

pecial Shawnee Sentinel Report 

* Lieutenant Robe 
Woodford was 

uspended for thre 
orking days from his 

position as Highwa 
Patrol Lieutenant, 
ffective March 17, 1997 

by Mitchell ·J. Brown, 
cting Director of th 

Highway Patrol. 
The suspension was 

ased on investigativ 
reports by Lieutenant B. 
E. Charles for violations 

f Section 4501... of th 
Highway Patrol Rules 

nd Regulations .... ,and 
harges, "to wit: it is 
harged that between 
pproximately Novembe 
, and November 22, 

1996, you allowed 
ehicle to be parked a 
he Portsmouth Patrol 

Post, knowing full well 
aid vehicle was involved 

in a pending civil matter. 
our actions brough 
iscredit on yourself an 
nd the Division." 

Lt. 
investigation was a resul 
fa Jan. 14, 1997 letter t 

Highway Patrol Colonel 
arren Davies . from 

ttorney Barry W. Littrell 
f the firm of Gallagher, 
radigan, Garns, Pryor 

Littrell, L.L.P. 
olumbus who wrote, 

' Dear Colonel: I a 
riting on behalf of m 
lient, Terry Turner, t 

register a formal 
om plaint 

Lieutenant 
oodford. 

We strongly believe tha 
Lieutenant Woodford ha 
been misusing hi 
position on the highway 

atrol to shield hi 
irlfriend (my client's ex 
ife) from criminal 

harges and to actuall 
ssist her in keeping 
roperty away from m 
lient that lawfully should 

been in hi 

Mr. Turner (an aut 
ealer) told reporters tha 
is ex-wife took a 
utomobile for a tes 
rive in early August an 
fused to return the ca 

o him; he attempted t 
1le criminal charges bu 
he Sheriff's officer 
fused to allow him t 

ile. Terry T'!rne 
uspected that Lt. 
oodford had asked th 
heriff's officers to kee 
im from filing charges. 

recover his auto until 
ecember 13, 1996 when 

a friend spotted it parke 
behind the patrol post. 

Lt. Woodford admitted 
alling the Sheriff, bu 
nly to ask if he were 
uspect in the case. He 
enied that he had 
ttempted to influenc 
he Sheriff's officers. 

Lt. Woodford told th 
vestigator, Lt. Chari 
ow the auto that 
urner was missing cam 

o be on the patrol lot. 
He said that the lady who 
had the car brought it t 
he patrol post, locked it 

kept the keys, called he 
insurance company to 
ransfer coverage to a 

new car she had 
purchased at the Pontia 

arage in Portsmouth 
nd then after Lieutenan 

oodford got off duty he 
ook the woman to 

Portsmouth to pick u p 
her . new car. Lt. 

oodford was not asked 
nor did he say what 
ehicle he and the 
oman used to travel 

rom the highway post to 
he Pontiac agency. 

Highway patrol record 
indicate there were two 

!legations filed agains 
Lt._ Woodford. Number I 

harge was that he had 
used his position as a 
highway patrol lieutenan 
o influence • the Scioto 
ounty Sheriff's Offic 

investigation of the 
unauthorized use of a 
ehicle. The patrol 
etermined · this was 

unfounded. 
Allegation Number 2 is 

hat Lt. Woodford 
ssisted Melissa Turne 

in hiding a vehicle owned 

y Terry Turner. 
patrol records read, 
'This allegation is 
ounded. It was · no 
ompletely substantiate 

Lt. Woodford attempted to 
onceal the location o 
erry Turner's vehicle, 

however the vehicle in 
uestion was parked a 

he parking lot of th 
Portsmouth Patrol Pos 
or two weeks. 
t. Woodford was awa 

Mr. Turner wanted th 
ehicle returned and h 
as also aware Mr. 
urner had contacted the 
cioto County Sheriff' 
ffice regarding th 

eturn of the vehicle. 
aving this knowledge, 

Lt. Woodford made n 
ttempt to inform Mr. 
urner of the location o 

he vehicle nor did h 
have the vehicle remove 

the Post parkin 
* 

READ THE REA 
STORY! LEARN 0 

HE NEWS BEHIND 
HE NEWS! 

F A C T U A 

(la.re, {leat;e,r-
RTICLES OF 

INSIDE NEWS THA . 
STYLING FOR MEN 

WOMEN AND CHILDREN 

CUTTING & STYLING 
PERMANENT WAVES 

COLOR & RECONDITIONING 
NAILS & EYEBROW WAXING 

354-1963 
Monday tllru Saturday 

RE FULL 
DOCUMENTED I 
PICK UP A COP 

F THE SHAWNE 
SENTINEL AT ANY 

DVERTISER! 
OR SUBSCRIB 

NOW FOR A FULL 
EAR OF THE 

Shawnee Sentine 
BY SENDING YOUR . 

HECK TO P.O. 
Box 222, 
Portsmouth, OH 
5662 

Only $20.00 * 

Scioto Respiratory; OXYGEN SER Vii 1 

We Deliver, Medicare & Medicaid Billing, 24 Hour Emergency Services.354 4565 
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REPORTER'S TAPE REVEALS 
EVIDENCE WAS WITHHELD IN 

SHAWNEE STATE BURSAR'S TRIAL 

-,lfLI'' 1997 

II ·nc1t11e• bo htit'I Jury ug I 
................................. David Creamer1_ former vice-president of business affain 
at Shawnee State Univenity, now a resident of the State of Alaska. 

The Shawnee Sen.tinel has a tape recording of an interview In April of 1995 SSU student reporter Wally Leedom 
with former Shawnee State University Vice President of confronted Mrs. Charles and Dr. Creamer with medical records 
Business Affairs, Dr. David Creamer and Joanne Charles, from Southern Ohio Medical Center for dates of discrepancies 
Shawnee State University Controller which, along with on the audit report attributed to John Welton during times that 
discovered documents. brings into question whether Mr. Welton was incapacitated in intensive care immediately 
substantial evidence was withheld from the enforcement following a major surgery. The reporter questioned how Mr. 
officers and the court by SSU officials and others in the trial of Welton could have stolen money from SSU when he (Welton) 
the former SSU bursar John Welton in March 1994. was confined to a hospital in critical condition. Dr. Creamer 

During the interview with Shawnee Sentinel reporter Wally looked at the medical records and threw them back on the 
Leedom in April 1995, David Creamer stated, "The prosecutor desk and stated, " The only people that have ever had to put 
was willing to, this _ was the prosecutors determination, the evidence of everything they said out on the table is us. 
prosecutor was willing to settle for what he perceived to be an (pointing at himself and JoAnne Charles) We are the ones that 
assured case." Dr. Creamer stated, "The auditors developed a actually had, we don't sit on the sidlelines and say this or that. 
report on this. They put together their estimate of what it is We put the evidence out. We presented it to the Highway 
that they could document that had been taken. They came in Patrol, we presented it to the prosecutor, the state auditor 
and had to attest to the fact that an amount had been taken compiled records we gave them, we presented it to the 
and it had been taken by somebody and that somebody was bonding company, everybody who had to determine that this 
John Welton." was credible, or they weren't going to do anything they did, 

During the Welton trial the prosec'!tion gave a list of 29 days and the jury bought it". 
in which funds were allegedly missing. Testimony was given The Shawnee Sentinel has been investigating the Welton 
by Doug Smith that John Welton was present on all 29 days case since the statements above were made. Since that time 
while his assistant Vickie Grigson was absent on 11 of the 29 the Sentinel has found proof · that the information that Dr. 
days. From this determination Mr. Grimshaw told the jury that David Creamer first gave to Clive Veri, President of Shawnee 
Welton was the only one that could be the thief. But during State University, concerning the Welton matter was false. 
the interview with reporter Wally Leedom, Joanne Charles, Creamer went to President Veri and told him that Welton stole 
Controller for SSU, claims that the dates used in the audit had money from former SSU student Joe Hull on May 18th 1993. 
been found to be in error in numerous cases. Mrs. Charles This money was allegedly used by David Creamer to set 
claims that she was informed by the bonding company Welton up. But the facts now indicate that and Dr. David 
adjuster that numerous dates on the audit were dates that Mr. Creamer, and possibly others, worked to to create a situation 
Welton was absent from work based on records from the to frame Welton. The Shawnee Sentinel uncovered a 
personnel office of Shawnee State University. Mrs. Charles document labeled "Request for Payment" initiated by JoAnne 
stated, " A deposit may be dated a particular date example a Charles on June 18th, 1993 and approved by Dr. David 
deposit for Monday may be for work done on a Friday." Creamer to repay the Shawnee State Development Foundation 
· The Sentinel has reviewed the dates and testimony of the the $1851.03 that Welton allegedly stole. The money was paid 

. Welton trial and can confirm that this was true on dates in from a· scholarship account and the document states that it is 
which Mr. Grimshaw told the jury that Mrs. Vicki Grigson was to "reimburse the foundation for a student loan". 
absent. In fact, Mrs. Grigson was present on many of the This repayment was made without the knowledge of the 
dates the prosecution claimed that she was absent based on a investigating officers of the Ohio State Highway Patrol. 
review of the absence records for Mrs. Grigson in the The transcript of the testimony at the trial in March 1994 by 
personnel office and comparing this to the transactions on the Doug Smith, Ohio State Auditor, shows that he said he could 
deposits for the 29 days used at Welton's trial. not say that Mr. Welton stole any money. A news release from 
.-.. -W----e_p_u_t_t_h_e_e_v_id_e_n_c_e_o_u_t.-W-e_p_r_e_s_e_n_t_e_d-it_t_o_ the Ohio State Auditor's Office in Columbus by auditor 

spokesman John Conley stated that no money could be traced 
the Highway Patrol, we presented it to the directly to Welton but that Welton could be liable for the 
prosecutor, .............. and the jury bought it." alleged missing funds because of his position at the 
said Dr. David Creamer, SSU VP of Business Affairs in a university. 
recorded interview with the Shawnee Sentinel reporter in April, Dr. Creamer ended his contract with Shawnee State 
1995. University and moved to Alaska in December 1995 after the 
_________________________ ___. Shawnee Sentinel published the full and true audit figures. 
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By WaUy Leedom 

(The following article Is In response 
to a tip off by Shawnee State 
University Vice President of Student 
Affairs Larry L. Mangus.) 

Ron Fischer, director of 
Southern Ohio Growth 
Partnership, (SOGP) stated 
in an interview with the 
Shawnee Sentinel, that 
there are no secrets 
concerning the spendi~g of 
public money by the SOGP, 
and the SOGP is not a 
secret society. When asked 
to see the cancelled checks 
associated with the three 
quarter million dollars 
spent from the Clinton 
Empowerment Zone 
n,oney~ Mr. Fischer became 
very secretive. 

The Greater Portsmouth 
Enterprise Community 
Corporation, (GPEC) 
received $2.95 million in 
federal funds in December 
1994, after being 
designated one of 30 
enterprise communities in 
the nationr according to the 
March 18th, 1995 
Portsmouth Times editorial. 

GPEC awarded the SOGP 
$710,784.00 to fund various 
programs, as disclosed by 
a document provided by 
Ron Fischer. 

The programs funded 
include: Small Business 
Education Center, $314,000; 
Microloan, $150,000; Youth 
Entrepreneurship, $93, 138; 
Minority Contractor Financ-
ing, $100,646; Intermediary 
Relending Program, 
$53,000. 

In a taped Shawnee 
Sentinel interview in April 
1997, at his Bank One 
office, Ron Fischer advised 
that part of the money 
received from GPEC went 
to pay the salaries for some 
SOGP employees. Mr. 
Fischer, at that · time, 
refused the Sentinel access 
to the publicly paid SOGP 
employees personnel 
records. 

SHAWNEE SA'NTINEL 

1E ~Z ~--••C?!'e.J>'"" 
Empowerment Zore ~y Secretly Spent by SOOP 

Fischer also stated that 
the SOGP is teaching youth 
entrepreneurship in area 
high schools. 

In follow up contacts, the 
Sentinel spoke with several 
high school administrators 
and guidance counselors. 

Mr. Doug Aeh of South 
Webster High School 
denied involvement with 
SOGP Youth Entrepreneur-
ship program. 

Mr. Walker of Portsmouth 
High School indicated that 
one man visited PHS once 
and talked . with the kids, 
other than that, . PHS has 
not been involved with the 
SOGP Youth Entrepreneur-
ship program. 

Mr. Comer of Valley High 
School denied involvement 
with the SOGP Youth 
Entrepreneurship. 

John ~oggess of Scioto 
County Vocational School 
said that they had met with 
one representative of SOGP 
one time, and have had no 
further involvement. 

Other area high schools 
including Clay, Franklin 
Furnace, Wheelersburg, 
New Boston, West, 
Northwest; and East have 
all indicated that the SOGP 
does not teJch youth 
entrepreneurship at their 
respective schools. 

The Shawnee Sentinel 
prepared and delivered a 
request to Ron Fischers 
Bank One offices on May 
6th, 1997. The request 
asked for "all copies of all 
invoices, timesheets and 
copies of all cancelled 

· checks for expenses for 
this (Youth Entrepreneur-
ship) program." 

Mr. Fischers secretary at 
Bank One advised the 
Sentinel on May 7th, 1997, 
that Mr. Fischer would no 
longer take calls from the 
Sentinel She further 
advised that there will be 
no more one on one 
interviews with the 
Shawnee Sentinel, and Mr. 
Fischer will not honor the 
request for cancelled 
checks. 

SOGP board member 
Andy Glockner was 
contacted at Glockner 
Chevrolet and questioned 
concerning Mr. Fischers 
secrecy in spending public 
money. 

Mr. Glockner advised the 
Sentinel that Ron Fischer, 
(SOGP Chairman of the 
Board and acting director) 
has no access to the 
cancelled checks. 

Mr. Glockner indicated 
that GPEC Chairman Bob 
Walton would have the 
cancelled checks. 

Friday May 9th, 1997, at 
10:30 am, Bob Walton was 
contacted by telephone by 
the Sentinel. Mr. Walton 

. explained that SOGP 
received money from GPEC 
by way of monthly draw 
downs. Furthermore, SOGP 
was a sub-contractor to 
GPEC. The contract was 
that SOGP would spend the 
money, do the bookeeping 
and take care of the 
auditing for the money they 
received from GPEC. 

Mr. Walton also explained 
that SOGP would have the 
cancelled checks in 
question. 

GPEC board member Phil 
Prater spoke with the 
Sentinel on Thursday May 
8th, 1997. · Mr. Prater 
indicated that the GPEC 
Board would have no 
knowledge of the day to 
day operations of the 
SOGP. Mr. Prater went on 
to say that it was his 
•understanding that the 
money given to SOGP was 
set aside in a lump sum. 

In a call to SOGP board 
member John Kennard, at 
his office at American 
Electric Power, the 
Shawnee Sentinel 
questioned the secrecy in 
spending the publics 
money. .Mr. Kennard 
advised the Sentinel that it 
is "none of your business" 
how the SOGP spends your 
money. 

Mr. Kennard went on to 
say that he has no 
comment. 

Attempts by the Sentinel 
to communicate with SOGP 
board members Mr. Burke 
of OSCO and Mr. Keating of 
Mitchellace were unsuc-
cessful. 

The Shawnee Sentinel has 
contacted the United States 
Department of Justice in an 
effort to broaden the 
investigation into the secret 
expenditure of federal tax 
dollars by the SOGP.IEHEJIE 

Beat the Heat:SUNSET LANES 
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BRIGHTNET 
E'.\.JOY E-:\1 .\IL .\'.\D \\'ORLD \\'IDE \\'E 
Oi\ THE l'.\TER:\ET 1'0\\·. CALL 
SII .\\V~EE CO\IP( i TER TODAY 

Only $18.95 a month - unlimited hours - easy, fast 
installation - great back up service - quick access 
begin enjoying the wonderful world of INTERNET . 

[?[}-O©)[M~ ~@ 
SHAWNEE COMPUTER I ,, 
3965 GALLIA, NEWBOSTON 

~-STARTER JACKETS $69 
.. 11 (LOOK) 

\)~EAM SUPPLIES 
SPECIAL ORDERS AVAILABLE 

NFL JERSEYS $35 EACH 
COME TO CARTERS BEFORE YOU BUY 

CARTER ATHLETICS 

lf©)[f-> ,r~~ 
HEADLINES FOR 
UPCOMING 
SENTINELS 
#1 Dr. Clive Veri 
leaves the state for 
New York. 
#2 Dr. David Creamer 
comes back from 
Alaska for trial. 
#3 Shawnee Sentinel 
files civil rights action 
on SSU. 
#4 Dr. Larry Mangus' 
rulings found 
unconstitutional. 
#5 Portsmouth City 
Council indicted for 
election fraud. 
#6 Sheriff Donini's 
secret police force . 
#7 All SOGP records 
ordered open to the 
public. . 
#8 SOGP Top Dog, 
Ron Fischer leaves 
the state for 

he Portsmouth members of the Sister Cities International wer 
so honored by the Mayor and the City of Columbus. Th 
hoto below was taken at the City Hall on April 26. Shawne 
·tate University Professor Julia Coll and Portsmouth Rig 
chool Spanish teacher Rossanna Riley are pictured front ro 

PROFESSOR WELCOMED 
AT OHIO STATEHOUSE 

Lexington, Kentucky. · Shawnee State University Spanish Professo 
#9 Vern Riffe Center ulia Coll, and other Scioto County residents 
for the Performing o · s h Arts is a major money ere warmly welcomed at the h10 tate ouse 
10 s er. ( A II f O ur n April 26 by August Pust, the Governor's 
g rad u ates a re · pecial assistant for multicultural affairs and . 
concerned.) international relations, for the Third Annual 
#10 Dr. Daehler onference of the Ohio Sister Cities 

1143 GALLTA-NEXT TO PH.S. leaves SSU, has International, 

Co,ACHES LOOK LITTLE LEAGUE p EEW EE ri:ee~re:erygop~:~~ Dr. Coll, the Sister Cities Coordinator for the H OFFICIAL NASCAR JACKETS 
~;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;,;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;~ think about it. State of Ohio and Chair of the conference, wa 

Suhscrihe to the Shawnee Sentinel 
Mail $20.00 to PO Box 222 Ports. Oh. 45662 
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11--11:::: 

CASH SHOP 
1546 GALLIA ST. 

--~; VVE BUY •~---
DIAMONDS-JEWELRY 

GOLD - OLD COINS 
353-7380 

<v~wAU< i(>,t 
OR BY APPT. _i.. 

354 5989 

~6228ili~~ 

3.00 
IGHUGHTIN 

OWRING PERMIN 

£,UJ (JI ltJti 
~enrue/iy 
H aire11tters 
1822 Bth. Porta. Oh. 
354-5989 · 

ccompanied by Leo Blackbum, (a founding 
ember of the local Sister Cities program), Je 

Bruhn, president of the local Sister Citie 
ommittee, his wife Alicia Bruhn, Maxine 

Malone, and Rossanna Riley, member of the 
Portsmouth Sister Cities group. 

Sister Cities International, as the world' 
argest citizen diplomacy network, is one o 
overnor George Voinovich's favorite program 
s it has partnerships in 1,992 cities in 

123 countries around the world and 
rQmotes lasting friendships and 
ommunications through a variety of programs. 

The Governor has noted the organization 
oesn't cost the taxpayers anything and is a 
reat boost to world trade opportunities for the 
itizens of the State of Ohio. 

Participation in the Sister Cities programs i 
pen to all. Interested persons may call Julia 
oll at 614-355-2599 or E-mail: JColl • 



Letters to the Shawnee Sentinel Editor 
Letters to the editor are welcome. Letters must be signed and verified. Please 
keep letters under 1,200 words. The editor will attempt to print all letters received. 

A LETTER TO THE EDITOR FROM MR. ED CIRASO 

TO THE CITIZENS OF SCIOTO COUNTY. 
First I want you to know that the tapes I told you about in the 

last issue are now in the hands of your county prosecutor, Lynn 
Grimshaw. Mr.Grimshaw has only had them a few weeks so we 
must give him time to do or not to do whatever he is going to do 
(SOMETHING LIKE THAT). 
Mr. Grimshaw's first statement was, " I guess you know you have 
ruined any investigation we could have done by publicly 
announcing about these tapes." My reply, "Lynn , you wouldn't 
have done an investigation anyway, you know it and so do I." Next 
was this statement," You obviously didn't want anyone prosecuted 
or you wouldn't have put anything in THAT PAPER about these 
tapes." My reply," Prosecuted, let's see, you mean like that circus 
at Portsmouth Municipal Court. Does that mean you can put on a 
better show than the Kuhns can?" Mr. Grimshaw then stated that 
Mr. Darby had contacted him on three occasions checking to see if 
the tapes had reached his office. I wonder why Mr. D~rby would 
give these tapes a second thought. He said they could not exist. 
Kind of makes you wonder, doesn't it. Mr. Darby claims no 
connection with known criminals; however, there are documents in 
his issue that show a property transfer from Ancil M. Darby to 

James D. Truman dated the same day Mr. Truman was jailed by the 
drug task force. This means the actual transaction took place 
before Mr. Truman's arrest. Kind of makes you wonder, doesn't it? 
But I'm sure that all of this is just coincidence; for those of you 
who believe in coincidence. 
One thing that really bothered me during this meeting with Mr. 
Grimshaw was he gave me the feeling I was the only person to 
suggest, let alone provide a tape into evidence (THA T I DIDN'T 
MAKE) that may show Mr. Darby has criminal connections. This 
made me wonder. Mr. Grimshaw has years of prosecuting 
experience plus all kinds of crime fighting resources at his 
fingertips yet " THIS PIECE OF CORRUPTION " works on the floor 
below him and nothing has ever been investigated. Kind of makes 
you wonder, doesn't it. I believe that Mr. Grimshaw has known 
enough about Mr. Darby to have done an investigation long ago, 
but chose to turn his head. What has happened is I have exposed 
Mr. Darby to the public, now see_ what happens. There is one thing 
I have found out for sure since writing my letters to the editor; 
MARK DARBY IS THE WORST KEPT SECRET IN SCIOTO COUNTY 
Now on with Mr. Darby's abusing of citizens and his position. 
I was informed by one of the reporters of the Sentinel that within 48 
hours after the last issue was released he received a telephone 
call from Daniel Days, editor of The Shawnee Sentinel at that time. 
Mr. Days called from California where he was visiting his brother. 
Mr. Days told the reporter that his mother had called him and told 
him that Mr. Darby had been to her place of employment and was · 
very angry about CERTAIN ARTICLES in the Sentinel. Mr. Days 
related to the reporter that Mr. Darby's anger was directed towards 
him by way of his mother. 
It must have scared Mrs. Days because she asked Daniel to step 
down as editor. Mr. Days did step down out of respect for his 
mother. Since that incident Mr. Days is no longer a student at 
Shawnee State, the reason v.ias never made clear to the Sentinel 
reporter. 
- -
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Upon hearing this, what immediately came to my mind was Mr. 
Darby was at Mrs. Days's place of employment which was between 
8:00 A.M: and 5:00 P.M. This would put Mr. Darby there during his -
employment hours as Chief Probation Officer for the county. Once 
again it appears that Mr. Darby has abused and intimidated another 
citizen of Scioto County. So ' here we have Mr. Darby during his 
working hours and probably driving a county car using his position 
to try to save himself. I'm beginning to wonder if maybe all this is 
in his job description or job duties. 
I have been told by several sources that Mr. Darby plans to file a 
tremendous civil suit against me for slandering his good name. If 
this is true I say to Mr. Darby, "Thank You." Mr. Darby will find it a 
little harder pushing me around than he did the paper carrier and 
his lady friend. Mr. Darby will also lack a city solicitor and city 
prosecutor to help him cover his tracks. 
Let's take this situation one giant step forward. Mr. Darby has · 
worked in and around law enforcement for a number of years as I 
have. I'm sure Mr. Darby is familiar with polygraph tests. I'm also , 
sure he has very high regard for these tests. So, with this in mind, 
if I'm the liar I've heard Mr. Darby says I am and he being THE 
CHIEF PROBATION OFFICER OF SCIOTO COUNTY and as clean as 
he says he is I request Mr. Darby to submit to a polygraph. 
Mr. Darby and I both know that thousands of criminal cases have 
been dismissed due to polygraphs, we also know that thousands 
have been prosecuted because of them. This test could be 
conducted by the Ohio State Patrol. 
Mr. Darby can have his attorney there, I will have my attorney 
there. We will invite Mr. Grimshaw also. Mr. Darby could submit to 
a drug screen prior to the test so he can not be accused of using 
some drug to beat or make the test inconclusive. I would like Mr. 
Darbv to answer onlv two questions. . _ 

1. Since becoming chief probation officer and court bailiff to 
Judge Walter Lytten have you engaged in any activity or 
relationship that has compromised your position? 

2. Since becoming chief probation officer and court bailiff to 
Judge Walter Lytten have you consumed or taken part in the sale 
of cocaine, morphine or marijuana? 
Now being the high caliber individual that Mr. Darby is (IN HIS OWN 
EYES) I'm sure he would have NO FEAR of answering those 
questions. He can then show the world what a liar am and then 
SUE-THE-HELL-OUT -OF-ME. 
In closing I must bring out a set of facts that further proves that the 
criminal trial of Mr. Darby was rigged, yes I said rigged. Let's go 
over how it ended and why. 
The defense came up with some ancient city ordinance that stated 
"Handbills could not be distributed within the city limits." The 
defense made a motion to dismiss on the grounds that The 
Shawnee Sentinel was a handbill and not a newspaper. Judge 
Capper recessed and took their motion to his chambers. He 
returned in a short while and, " Case Dismissed Due To Lack OF 
Evidence." The lack of evidence was that the Shawnee Sentinel 
was now declared a handbill by Judge Capper. We now know that 
it is illegal for The Shawnee Sentinel to be distributed in the 
Portsmouth city limits, RIGHT!!! A very strange thing has 
happened. The Shawnee Sentinel has distributed another issue of 
its " HANDBILL " all over Scioto County including Portsmouth, The 
Portsmouth City Building where 'THE TRIAL' took place and The 
Scioto County Court House. Not a single person distributing the 
paper was told to stop, nor has anyone been charged for 
committing this heinous crime. CITIZENS OF SCIOTO COUNTY, 
THIS SHOULD REALLY MAKE YOU WONDER, "WHAT IS GOING 
ON?" 

Ed Clraso 

APPALACHIAN COUNTRY MUSIC MUSEUM 
NA YLOR'S STEI.L GLJITJ\R~ 31 ~4 SCIOTO TRJ\11 . PORTSMOlJTI L OH 6 I 4-~54-4300 
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Records from the Scioto County Sheriffs Office indicate that Mr. Truman was 
booked in at the jail at 1 :31 p.n, and released at 1 :52 p.m. on the same day of hi 
arrest; he was charged with two counts of drug abuse. 

SCIOTO COUNTY SHERIFF DEPARTMENT 
Ident1f1cat1on. & Incarc•r•tion Record 

04/04/97 

I.D. 37000263 

Page: 

--------------------------------------------------------------
Name: 
Race: 
HGT: 
EYE: 
POB: 

TllUMAN, 
w 
6'01 

DONALD, JAMES 
SEX: M 
WGT: 222 
BLD: i'IED BLU 

PORTSMOUTH ST: OH 

DOB 02/22/~3 
, HAI: BRO 

Last Known Addr•~s & Phone 

SID: 
FBI: 
DLN: 
SSN: 
RELGN:PENTECOSTAL 

Addr: 2109-6TH.ST. Phone: (614) 353-2874 
PORTSMOUTH, OH 45662 

NCIC Fing•rprint Classification 
FPC: 
Scars/T.ttoos 

Booking• 97000961 Arresting PPD Arr Off: CAMBILL 
Booked: 03/21/97 13:31 03/21/97 13:52 1 days ............................................................... • ......... ........ . 
No Ch•rge No 

1 2925.11 MIS 
DRUG ABUSE 

ITN ll 

2 2925. 11 MIS-
DRUG ABUSE 

ITN • 

W.a.rrant No Sail 
C/S 175 

C/S 575 

Court Disp 
PMC • BAIL 

PMC BAIL 

Records at the Scioto County Auditor's Office indicate that real property a 
006 6th Street, Portsmouth, Ohio was sold by Ancil Mark Darby to James Donald 
ruman of 2109 Sixth Street for $3,000 on the same date, March 21, 1997. (Mr 

Darby is bailiff for Common Pleas Court Judge Walter Lytten and is also a deput 
or Sheriff Marty Donini.) 

OT£ FORM 100 • REAL PROPERTY CONVEYANCE FEE STATl!MENT OF . .VALUE AND RECEIPT 
AevlMd 3l13 ~t; __ ~.\ ·ttexemplbyQ.P.C:318.54(F)(3).utieOTEfoffnTOO'(EXfq .: ... 5;:: 
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• ~!..!&2_ haa-poldbJ ________ --,--~wlCZZ:Zt..,-"-'1-------------,__, 
by.,. SCIOTO ~--
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MAN ARRESTED FOR DRUG 
ABUSE PAYS $3,000 TO 

DEPUTY SHERIFF / BAILIFF 
FOR REAL ESTATE ON 

SAME DAY HE WAS 
ARRESTED 

---------------
DRUG CHARGES DISMISSED 

SIX DAYS LATER 
Shawnee Sentinel Staff Report 

Forty-four year old Donnie Truman of 2109 Sixth Street, 
Portsmouth, was arrested at about 8:30 a.m. on Friday the 21st 
of March, 1997 by officers from the Southern Ohio Law 
Enforcement Drug Task Force, according to a front page article 
and photograph by Martin Poston, reporter for the Daily Times, 
which appeared on March 22, 1997. The article by Mr. Poston 
indicated that Police Lieutenant Charles Horner had told him 
(Poston) that some of the information leading to the arrest of 
Mr. Truman had been acquired following the arrest of John 
Randy Callihan in Warren County, Ohio on March 14, 1997. 

According to official documents Mr. Truman purchased, for 
$3,000, on the same day of his arrest, real property at 2006 Sixth 
Street, from Mr. Mark Darby, a deputy sheriff and bailiff; six 
days later all charges were dismissed against Mr. Truman. (2006 
Sixth Street appears to be a vacant lot) Mr. Truman was 
represented in court by John W. Thatcher; Mr. Mark Kuhn was 
attorney for the state. Document copies are shon n on this 1>a2e. 

~ow is copy~f ciocument from Clerk of Portsmouth Municipal Court 
:CASE#, Cil/' 970823 - A Agency, SPD 

Detendant : Truman Donald J Soc.Sec.•., 2'f • ... DOB: 03-~2-53. 
A.tty: J'T .. : Thatcher, John W . N. Pros . : MK . : Kuhn, Mark 
Violate Code: 2925.11 Desc: DRUG ABUSE Degree F5. Net Fine, 

Hearing Date: 03-27-97. 
Warrant Date: 
SUJ1L111on Date : 
Convict Date: 33-27-97. 
Fine Amount : 
Court Cost . : 
Jal! Days .. : 

~ime: 1:! .. 00AM 
Type: 
How'?: 
Plea: DISMISSED 
susp, 
Susp: 
Susp: Net: 

TPO: Rest: Stay/Due: 
C.S. Agency: Complete: 
License Susp: . to . Points, 
Remarks: DISMISSED W/0 PREJUDUICE 
Extra Information: 

CASE t: CRA 970828 - A Agency: SPD 

Type P . Cont From : 03/~5/97. 
Returned? 
Returned? SLW?: 
Bond Amt: SURETY 
Probation 
Supreae Court (A,D,V): 
Begin: History?: 

Contlscate: 
Probation?: 

OL Number: 

File Date: 03/24/97 Judge: S 

Detendant : Truman Donald J Soc.see.•.: 0 DOB: 03-22-53. 
Atty: JT . : Thatcher, John W . N. Pros.: MK . : Kuhn, Mark 
Violate Code: 2925.11 Desc: DRUG ABUSE Degree FS. Net Fine: 

Hearing Date: 03-27-97. Time: 
Warrant Date: Type: 
SUIIUllon Date : How?: 
Convict Date: 1113-27-97, Plea: 
rtne Amount : 'Susp: 
Court Cost .. Susp: 
Jal 1 Days ... Susp: 

TPO: llest: -Stay/Due: 
c.s. . Ageney: 
L1eans~ Susp: . to 

11. QIQIAM Type p Cont 
Returned? 
Returned? 

DISMISSED Bond Aat: 
Probation 

Court 
Net: Begin: 

Contlseate: 
C011plete: . Probattc.n1¥ 

. PDlnts: ~· OL RUllber; 
RemarkJ: DISMISSED M/0 PREJUDUICE 
Extra Intorlaatlon, 

From: 03/25/97. 

SLW?: 
SURETY 

(,.;D,V): 
HI story?: 

.. ,,,., 



... 

AFFIDAVIDT OF JOSEPH VARACALLI 

My name 1• Dr. Joaepb Varacalli, I by the 
City Schools. I .have been requested by John Welton 

to provide this affidavidt concerning a conversation I participated 
.in at John Welton•• This conversation wa• between myself, 
John Welton and Rick Faulkner. 

To the best of recollection, it around the 
to the end of April, 1995. vhen I decided to by and visit 
John Wel~on at bi• Thia occurred during a lunch break 
vorJI::;_ % wanted to stop and ••• hov Jolui·and hi• ver• doing 

rel•••• prison. I have known John and hi• brother 
for eighteen year•- · 

During our conversation, aaybe 5 to 10 into it, Rick 
FaulJcner arrived. I asked Bick if be wanted•• to leave. He 

•No, •• carried on a casual conversation at 
first but then the conversa~ion was focused on a letter that John 
had written to a local nevs?aper. Bick appeared aggravated vith 
John the following to John._. •I Imo• you want to 
prove to the whole world what ve know, but you have to do it 
way.•. Rick then stated, •John to prove to everyone all the 
liea told on but he didn't understand it would take time.•. 
That comment intrigued•• and led me to interject the following 
question to Rick. •What do you mean that lies vere told on John?•. 
Rick responded that he bad available proof that Johp did not steal 
money from Shawnee State University. 

This vas very confusing to me because I was aware that John 
had come back and stated that he lied.and stole, so I asked the 
next question to John. •Why the hell did you come back here and 
say you stole money· and lied if you could prove you didn't do it?•. 
John stated, •Joe, Grimshaw was threatening Mike with c~arges that 
were lies unless I came back and read that statement. If you don't 
believe me ask my lawyer right there.•. So, I asked Rick if it was 
true and he said, •he just told you the truth•. John then instructe 
Rick to tell me the whole etory. It waa very detailed and I will 
aummarize what I remember. 

Rick said that Ly_nn bad cailed ·in hh off!c•· fo •. 
late August of 1994 and told that if Mika Walton continued to 
try to prove John'• innocence that Grimshaw would use hi• position 
as proaecutor to an indictment of obstruction of juetice againa 
Mike Welton. Be told•• that be bad •hared the information with 
John. Mike and John'• family and tha~ knowing what be knew about 
how political tbia case was, that be took the threat vary ••rioua. 
Serious enough that be informed the judge of the But accordin 
to Rick, th• judge didn't to believe Th• response 
after being told vaa, •if Welton back here for trial and loaea 
I'll guarantee he will get the maximum sentence allowed by law•. 
Rick told me that he shared this with John and bis family. 

Ri~k theri how just before John YH to be paroled 
in September of 1994, that had a phone call to get 

parole revoked. Be said it at that point that be felt 
that for John's safety and the safety of hi• family he·adviaed 
that John come back here and confess. Rick told me that 
he was the one that typed the statement read by John in 
court, not John, and that the words I stole, I lied and 
I'm sorry, were ordered written in by Lynn Grimshaw after 
John had been brought back to Scioto County for the hearing 
and that if John did not write those words, that Grimshaw 
would do aa he said, and that Mike Welton may have been charged 
with a bogus, trumped up charge. After John wrote the words, 
Rick said that Grimshaw gave his word that no more threats of 
charges would be made. •. 

Other things were discussed but I feel that this basically 
covers the moat important areas of that conversation. I was 
a participant in this conversation for approximately 30 minutes 
and then left to go back to work. Later that week, Mike Welton 
confirmed to me that the threats Rick told me about were true. 

What I have stated above is what transpired. 

Sincerely, 

Joseph Varacalli, after being first duly cautioned, swore 
to the best of his ability that the statements set forth in 
this affidavidt are true. 

Sworn to and subscribed in 
of Oc~ober, 1995. 

day 

WELTON MYSTERY CONTINUES 
SECRET TAPE RECORDINGS 

MAY SUPPORT BURSAR 
A spttial imestigatin report by the Shawnee Smlinel Staff -

Shawnee State University Bursar John Welton"s family was allegedly 
being threatened by a local law official prior to Mr. Welton's confession in 
Scioto County Common Pleas Court in January 1995. 

At that time (Jan. 1995) Mr. Welton was a state prisoner, serving a one 
year sentence for alleged theft while bursar at SSU and had been returned 
to Scioto County Common Pleas Court to face additional charges filed 
after his conviction in March, 1994. 

The court has been provided an affidavit by a witness who swears he 
was present during a discussion with Mr. John Welton and his attorney 
Rick Faulkner in April of 1995 at which time Mr. Faulkner confirmed to this 
individual that threats were made against Mr. Welton's family. 

The Shawnee Sentinel has a copy of the affidavit from the Welton court 
file. The affiant was Portsmouth City School Principal Dr. Joseph Varacalli 
and the document was filed with the court by John Welton along with a 
motion for a new trial in October 19$5. 

Why the hell did you eolite baek here and 
say you .stole money and lied if you eould 
prove you didn't do it? .,,.,,,JQff ... Varacalli. Ph.D. 

The affidavit by Dr. Varacalli may be supported by a secret tape recording; 
there is information tha( a tape recording may exist that includes a 
discussion between Mr. Welton and Attorney Rick Faulkner discussing the 
alleged threats made by Lynn Grimshaw, Scioto County Prosecutor. 

When contacted at his home Mr. Welton told reporters that they should 
contact his attorney, Joseph Hale, for any comments about this issue, and 
any other issues that surround his court cases. 

Attorney Joseph Hale refused to confirm or deny the existence o 
tape(s) in the Welton case. Mr. Hale stated, "It's always been my policy to 
not discuss pending cases in the press and that's still my policy." 

Despite numerous calls to the office of Attorney Rick Faulkner reporters 
have been unable to communicate with Mr. Faulkner and he has no 
returned their many calls to his office. 

"When the people of Seioto County 
see this new 
beeome erystal 
threatened me, 

information it will 
elear 

and 
why Grimshaw. 

my family," 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Mike Welton, ••th lnstra.•tor 

Mike Welton, brother of John Welton, confirmed to the Shawnee 
Sentinel that he was told by Attorney Rick Faulkner of threats being made 
against him (Mike Welton) by Mr. Lynn Grimshaw beginning in August o 
1994. Mike Welton stated that he began receiving threats after he 
purchased a full copy of the Ohio State Auditors Report in his brother's 
case. . 

"Ever since I bought the audit Grimshaw has been upset with me. He 
knows; and I know that what is contained in the full audit proves that my 
brother was sent to prison for something that did not happen, and when 
the people of Scioto County see this new information it will become 
crystal clear why Grimshaw threatened me, and my family," stated Mike 
Welton. 

When asked about the alleged tapes, Mike Welton stated, "Faulkner 
knows what he told me, John, and our family. I don't believe he will need 
his memory refreshed about what he told John in April or what he told me 
in his office concerning Mr. Grimshaw's threats toward me and my·family. 
Ever since my brother's release from prison he has been known to carry a 
tape recorder with him at all times to protect himself." 

On the left is a eopy of the affidavit by Dr . 
.Joseph Varaealla. 
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