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O0f the clothes dryer,

My mind goes back to

Last spring

When we would fill our
Basket

Including our one sheet and
Walk to the laundramat,

We always sat on the folding table
And drank Mountain Dew
While we talked

About how great it was

To be alive

And together--

We would walk home and put
Our one sheet back

On the bed.

It always looked so clean
And tempting,

We would skip supper

And jump in

To hold each other.

-Janet Nesler
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Man against man.
¥ n against woman.
I have become the pawn.

Nothing sacred.
Weapons are drawn.
I have become the target.

Innocence is taken advantage,
Sincerity is stomped into the ground.
Thoughtfullness becomes a weakness.

-Vickie Stacy

Hasty Heart

I have in my possession
a hasty heart

and tonight I will begin
a salvage harvest

while listening to the rhythm
of the crying rain

and the heartbeat

of a stranger

-Rodney B. Cooper
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knowing you would come

i ttled in bleeding tears
against the tree

wh. : in the heat of the sun
i listened for your heart
to beat the grass to straw

i stole earths patience
where moss grew

knowing you would come
the night fell

without breaking

and dreams of you and i
lie

to rains of thunderous morn
waiting till my spine groaned
my legs  bore roots

and God's cool breath

sighed winter

to season's change

knowing  you would come

by the moons passing

1 mark time beyond my tips
for dawn and all your passing
would mean to me

knowing  you would come

-Dexter Wolfe
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Sprinyg wipaning

~wrnt fragments
Scatter jagged edges
Shattering
Mirrored truths,
Folding ebony corners
With scorched
Hearts,

Subtle memories
Crumble
Like stale bread,
And only I am left
To
Sweep
Up

Crumbs.

~Vicel Hinch
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Now, I didn't know what a cat house was, but
1lie lived there, and she was as pretty
as the china doll my mama bought me.
I told her so once; I said it right out:
"I'd 1like to be just like you, Molly, all smiles
and soft strong.'"--"This ain't no l1life Lou," she said
as she cold-creamed the smile from her face,
"You got to find a man who'll give you a garden spot,
one who'll make you wake up singing."

I was tending garden one new day,

when Ida Maykell Right dropped her thin 1lips by.

"Well that old whore's dead.” She whispered the word.
"Didn't want no funeral, and a good thing;

ncbody'll miss her. She just wanted to be buried

in that old cemetery, the one up on Quiet Green."

I asked her would she like some of my sweet cornj;

I had plenty--more than I could use.

Before autumn burned the last rose away,

I climbed the Quiet Green with white and red.
The old path was free of weeds and briars,
and a loving wind kissed my shoulders.

I smiled when I saw her resting place
nestled among the pines.

It was garlanded with crimson roses
interlaced with tansy and with thyme,
Shady Grove, my little love...Shady Grove,

~Louise Logan
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Loggin Qamp

To my childhood eyes

v e seemed like a giant,

stood over seven feet

and broad as a cord of wood.

Other loggers called him Paul Bunyan
said he did not need Babe,

beat everyone when it came to loggin.
They said on Saturday nights

when they went to town

to raise a little hell

Vince drank milk,

They wanted him along though;

no one ever called them lumber jacks
or started fights

when Vince was around.

Each of the boys had an eye out

for my new school teacher.

Each pestered me about speaking

a good word for him.

Not Vince, just a twinkle in his eye
when Miss Eulie was around.
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I reached into my purse and
r bill., '"Here, go buy your
.._.ciate what you did."

"That's alright, Lady," he
want anything, I like to help p

On my way home I realized I was like the
young lad. I too enjoyed helping others, and
didn't expect any pay for it. And I also made a
resolution., I would no longer be a judge of my
fellow man. God is our judge, and I shouldn't
be trying to take over his job.

As I pulled into my driveway, I thought, the
day hasn't been too bad after all,

=Wilma Horsley
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