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Meet Takako Onishi

By Pam Smith

Takako Onishi. Have you met her?
Takako is a first year student at
Shawnee. Before attending Shawnee,
she had only Tived in the United
States for about a year and a half.
She is from Japan, but why is she
here?

After finishing high school 1in
Japan and attending one college for
two years, Takako enrolied at Kan
Sai Gai - Western Japan Foreign Lan-
guage College. Here, she took a
qualifying exam which enabled 100
Japanese students to go to Hawaii
and study. Takako was one of those
students.

For over a year, Takako lived
with a host family in Hawaii.

After graduating there, her parents
told her to return to Japan--they
could not afford for her to conti-
nue her education in America. VYet,
Takako wished to remain here so that
she could she could learn to speak
English better. “Back home no one
speaks English fluently," said
Takako.

So, hoping to stay, Takako took
a scholarship exam at Brigham Young
University in Hawaii. However, she
was first runner-up and the winner
accepted.

Determined to stay and unwilling
to give up, Takako headed to the
Tibrary. She found a book which
Tisted 100 of the lowest priced
college tuitions in the United
States., Imagine this-- Shawnee
was among those listed!

Takako chose around ten colleges
and sent applications out. Her fi-
nal decision-- Shawnee-- was made
due to three factors. Takako's host
mom in Hawaii was originally from
Ohio. Secondly, she wanted to avoid
being very far South because of the
southern dialect.

"Still here there is a lot,"
Takako Taughingly comments. Last
of all, Shawnee was the only one of
the colleges she chose with a med-
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That is the field Takako chose
because, "I Tike blood. It is ex-
citing to look at under the micro-
scope. You see so many things,"
Takako said.

When she graduates from college
next year, Takako hopes to find a
job in her field and remain in the
United States. She loves Hawaii
and says she will return there to
job~hunt. "Ohio has nothing to
make me stay."

Meanwhile, she is hoping to
leave the college dorms where she
now stays. Takako hopes to find a
host family to live with for about
six months.

If Takako does not find a job
after college, she will have to
return to Japan. And the job
must be in the field of her major.
The Immigration Office will accept
no other requests. A company wil-
1ling to employ Takako would have to
make arrangements through the Immi-
grations Office.

“That's the only way for me to
stay," she said sadly.

Of course, If she were to marry
a United States citizen she could
remain with no problems. Takako
seems dubious about this prospect.

Takako likes the United States
so much that she really has no
desire to return to Japan. In
Japan society, family, and the in-
dividual must come in that order of
priorities. If otherwise, there is
"pressure!. In America this standard
is exactly reversed: individual,
family, society.

“"That's what I Tike. The indi-
vidual is most important,” says
Takako.

Jan Williams, a friend of Takako's
from the dorms, entered the room
during our interview. "Be sure and
tell her what nice friends you've
met here at Shawnee," teased Jan.

"Jan, I'msorry - I don't lie,”
Takako said with a smile.
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The atudent voice 8t Shawnes State

SHAWNEE STATE COMMUNITY OOLLEGE

The Shawnee Star, the stu-
dent newspaper of Shawnee
State Community College, is
a laboratory project of jour-
nalism classes and a vehicle
for student expression. The
opinions published are not
necessarily those of the ad-
visors or school administra-
tion. The Star is published

B every Monday at Portsmouth,

Oh, Subscription rates are
$5 a year. For advertising
information, see the advisors
in the Star office in Massie
Hall.

Staff

The Star is produced
cooperatively by the
following staff
members:

Cendijean Adkins
Diana Colley
Kimberly Craft
Andrea Dixon
David Ford
Sharen Evans
Beverly Hall

Bo Henderson
Connie Hodge
Roger Hollis
Peggy Hollis
Sue Gilliam
Clayton Madden
Susan Mc Neilan
Ernest Madden
Colette Medlin
Michelle Medlin
Michelle Miller
Richard Porter
Michael Powell
Mark Powell
Fred Lester

Kim Parker
Orville Ramey
Kelly Sargent

Eric_Zempter
Kathie Fannin
+..With advice and
assistance from
Fannie and Alvin
Madden-Grider,
faculty advic - ;.
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