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April 17, 1989

Thg Open Al

Garner wows SSU crowd in repeat performance

By Linda Ygbuhay
OA Staff Writer

Laughter echoed through Massie Hall Apr. 3,
provoked by Bob Garner's comedy and magic. Garner,
who was nominated for Entertainer of the Year by
the National Association of Campus Activities, has
humor which is a cross between Richard Simmons and

Robin Williams.
Garner is no straager to this campus. He was
here lasf year. He is so weli-known on the college

circuit, that he is requested year aftier year by
many col leges.

Garner's show had to be his best yet. Along with
his card tricks and metal ring trick, he used

college students
as part of his act.
One college student was Anthony Hamm, the Open
Air news editor. When Hamm was pointed out by
Garner as "the gentleman in the brown jacket," he
had no idea he would be the butt of one of Garner's
jokes. While performing the metal ring trick;
Garner accused Hamm of fhaving a thumb fetish.
in one of Garnér's card tricks, David, an
eight-year-old boy, pulled a fast one on Garner
when he hid the card he selected from Garner's deck
in his ‘coat pocket. Garner and the audience thought
the boy must have seen the act before, but David
was just smarter than the average eight-year-old.
During the card trick, Garner did a very good
imitation of a "“Harvard" accent, when he teased a
woman from the audience about her remark and a man
from the audience by saying, "... that man in the
back with the beard that looks like Grizzly Adams."
When people didn't understand what Garner said,
he repeated it as if they were kindergarteners.
This was hilarous by itself.

and a young boy from the audience

Bill Monroe honored as

By Alice Kimbler
OA Staff Writer

Bill Monroe is a |living legend. Monroe is

accredited with being the founder of BlUegrass, the..-

unique style of music which s known wor Id-wide.

He was invited to the White HouseRy President
Ronald Reagan and given an eward for his
creativity, authenticity and preservation of the
American art form, said Diane Chcistian, a

performer who performed with Monroe.

"I+'s blues and jazz and it has a high tonesome
sound," is how Monroe describes bluegrass in The
Encycopedia of Folk, Country & Western Music.

On Sept. 10, 1986, Monroe received a jetter for
his . 75th birthday from President Reagan
congratulating him on the 50th anniversary of his
song, "Mule Skinner Blues."

He was invited for a luncheon at the White& House
and was presented the Prasident's Award-for his
leadership, preserving, protecting and keeping pure
American bluegrass music. The award was presented
to Monroe at the White House in the summer of 1988.

fn March of this year, Monroe received a Grammy
award for the bluegrass recording, "Southern
Flavor," the title song from his newest album,
Southern Flavor.

Monroe started performing on the Grand Ole Opry

in 1939. The last weekend of October 1989, he will
have been on the Opry 50 years, as told by an old
friend, Rosemary Langdari Newton who has known

Monroe since 1946. She traveled and sang with him
and performed as "lda Red" on WSAZ-TV and locally.
She retired "lda Red" in 1966.

in 1970 the Country Music Association Membership
acknowledged Monroe's contributions by electing him
to the Country Music Hall ef Fame.

The antics of the bird Dantes, and a knife trick
which Julie, a fine arts major, thought would be
her first and last performance, were only surpassed
by Garner's comic presentation of the "cut the
person in two" act.

In the act, Garner used an electric saw. when
Jamie, another college student who participated in
the +rick, spotted the electric saw, she really
regretted coming. After Garner turned off the saw
and showed the audience there was no blood, he made
a joke about how much sweat was on Jamie's forehead
and even wiped her brow for her. -

Ther performance closed with a traditional magic
act in which Garner made Dantes, the bird,
disappear. It was the perfect ending for a class
act.

Overall, the show was
definitely worth the time. To top it all, it was
free. Students who did not go missed a |ive comedy
act, but most of all, they missed one of the up and
coming comedians of the year.

RBut, never fear, according to Garner, he will he
appearing on HBO T.V. this month.

This time, | think our student senate should be
given a hand. This was definitely worth the money .
The only thing wrong with the gbole show was that
many in the audience were parents who brought their
children, many who were under five years of age.

funny, entertaining and

In *@e. advertisements, it neglected to say this
was definitely not a show for young children. The
sexual innuendos and "soft" curse words cer ainly

made the show more amusing for adults, but It was
not for young children. However, the show was so

good that none of the parents left to take their
children home.

James Bowling, a nationel award-winning
clogger,entertained the audience at the
Bi |l Monroe concert.

"time

‘Father of Bluegrass’

Beginning in the ear'y 1980s, his itinerary

includeq many stops on college campuses across the
U.S. His reputation also spread far beyond the U.S.
borders. In the 1960s and '70s he was on several
tours of Europe, Canada and Japan,

) Monroe is well known by bluegrass fans for his
high tenor voice and his skill on the mandolin. He
was born Tn Rosine, Ky., Sept. 13, 1911, and sti1|
performs regularly.

In 1954 Monroe wrote the. song, "Blue Moon of

Kentucky" and it was adopted as the state song of
Kentucky. It was also recorded by Elvis Presley in
the early stages of his career. In the movie, Coal

Miner's Daughter, Loretta Lynn's famity |istened to
the radio (the Grand Ote Opry) on Saturday night
and was entertained by Monroe's song, "Blue Moon of

Kentucky"” while Lynn's mother did the old Keritucy
backstep. While Monroe and the Bluegrass Boys were
performing "The Oid Brown County Jamboree Barn"
here at SSU, Monroe danced the old Kentucky'

backstep, which is routine for him.

Monroe's bLlueyrass sound, wlth its unamplified
strings, its driving syAcopated rhythms and complex
harmonies became nationally popular.

All the greats of bluegrass music were at one
affiliated with Monroe, such as Lester Flatt,
Max Wiseman, Earl Scruggs and Ralph Stanley.

Several country and bluegrass artists are
revising and recording some of Monroe's hits.

Monroe commemorated ~his uncle in the song,
"Uncle Pen." Ricky Skaggs recorded "Uncle Pen" a
few years ago which became a big hit for him. "Mule
Skinner Blues" written by Monroe in 1952 was also
recorded and became a big kit for Dolly Parton.

eMonroe appeared in concert at SSU Mar. 12 to
benefit the United States-Mexico Sister City
convention to be held in Portemouth Aug.16-20.

Saim

Society for Advancement of Managenent

The road to a better
business career
- starts with SAM

Open to all Interested

Organizational Meeting:

May 17, 1989
BE 240, 4pm to Spm

[ Participate in SSU's JOB FAR..

it could be the break you have been waiting for!

SSU is much more than:just a leaming institution.
They are here to help you use the skills

you have been taught.

7th annual SSU Job_Fair, will be heid April 20th, from 9am to 4pm.

15% Discount with vaild SSU LD.

. . . Voted *“1”
Taste in America







