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Free speech area would
allow for speaking freedom

By Robert Gambill
OA Business Manager

Students representing SSU’s- Native
Circle tumed out in force on July 15 in
Portsmouth to protest the excavation of the
Newark Earthworks.

The Ohio Historical Society board of
trustees is allowing students from Pennsyl-
vania to excavate human remains and arti-
facts from the Newark, Ohio mound.

Protest signs held by approximately 25
Native Circle members yielded such phrases
as ‘*Give our dead some respect,’’ ‘“Native
cemeteries are holy grounds,’’ and ‘‘Save
the Newark Earthworks.”’

The signs were displayed by Native
Americans at Greenlawn Cemetery on Off-
nere Street in. Portsmouth as part of a protest
against 'what they said they consider the
senseless rape and pillaging of their burial
grounds.

According to Public Law 101-601 Sec.,
7 Article b, ‘ ‘If the lineal descendant, Indian

'SA
the
NEWAR

EAR

SSU

tribe, or Native Hawaiian organization re-
quests the return of culturally affiliated Na-
tive American cultural items, the federal
agency or museum shall expeditiously re-
turn such items unless such items are indis-
pensable for completion of a specific scien-
tific study, the outcome of which would be of
major benefit to the United States. Such
items shall be returned by no later than 90
days after the date on which the scientific
study is completed.’”

‘‘People say that it’s just Indian bones
that are being dug up,”’ said Cheryl Collins
(Moon Shadow), public relations officer for
the Native Circle. *‘It’stime to stopstanding
back and allowing it to happen. Even if
people have the best intentions they are still
graves and they do deserve respect. We are
here to show our anger at the desecration of
Native American grave sites.

““We wear black ann bands to signify
that we, as Native Americans, are in moum-
ing. Not only do we moum for our burial
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grounds but for the
Quincentennial as
well.”’

Collinstold The
Open Air she had
reservations about
archeological re-
search. ‘I have no
problems with surface finds, but when they
godigging around in caves, that’s a different
story. Sometimes our ancestors put the bod-
ies of their dead in caves and used them as

up.

-sort of a burial mausoleum, and the amateur

archeologist feedson this;
to them it’s fair game.”’
*“‘I’m not against ar-
cheology in general as
longas my Native ances- _
tors are given the same &= =
respectasthatofwhites,’’ B inaniia |
said Donna Kerecz, 8 S /
founder of the Native J
Circle. ‘“‘People thmk B
that the only Indians left &
inthe U.S.are theonesin ®
the movieswhokillcow- 2
boys, and that’s simply ¢
not true.”’ °
Kerecz said the pro- & o

' Book tells of child raised
- in ways of Cherokee family

B ‘It's the Native Americans now but
who will it be in a 100 years? It's dis-
heartening to have your ancestors dug

-~ Linda Moore

religion until 1978, nearly 100 years after
Wounded Knee.

*‘I’m Apache and I’m from out west. My
people bumed our dead but I’'m here because
we are all one people,”” Moore said. *‘It’s the

testors didn’t believe the
excavation would pre-
serve Native history for
their children. *‘We do
an excellent job of teaching our children our

=
a
t
g

2

B
<

o

T
o

5

a

E
<

5
*

o

g

ancestors and our culture for 500 years and
they still don’t get it. How many more of our
bones do they need to disturb before they
find what they are looking for?”’

*‘I don’t believe the OHS truly wants to
study these remains, I believé they are using
this as a guise to display our artifacts.”

*“I think that the govermment is afraid of
us,”’ said Linda Moore, anotherNative Circle
member and SSU student. *‘They have tried
todestroyussince the time Columbus landed
on this continent. They tried to starve us by
destroying our buffalo and forcing us onto a
reservation. They slaughtered 200 to 300 of
us at Wounded Knee in 1890 for practicing
a religious ceremony called ‘The Ghost
Dance.””’

The dance is performed to call the return

Cheryl Collins (Moon Shadow), public relations officer for the Native Circle
(left), says, ‘‘We ar¢ here to show our anger at the desecration of Native Ameri-
can grave sites.”’ Accompanying Collins at a demonstration at Greenlawn

Cemetery on Offnere Street July 15 is Eddy Bell (Red Hawk), another member
of SSU’s Native Circle.
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of the buffaloand the spirits of Native Ameri-
cans to a paradise where the white man did
not exist, she said. Moore said the Indians
were not legally allowed to practice their

Native Americans Donna Kerecz, Scott Coleman,
Cheryl Collins and Walt Keyser protest excavation of
the Newark Earthworks on July 15 at Portsmouth’s
Greenlawn Cemetary.

Native Americans now but who will it be in
a 100 years? It’s disheartening to have your
ancestors dug up. Plenty of Native Ameri-
cans would be glad to explain anything that
they may be trying to find.””

" Moore said she believes that the people
who own the land want to sell it for a profit,
and without the bodies and artifacts they can
expandtheir office buildings and golf courses.
‘‘We are all Americans; we have the rightto
be buried and left to rest.”’

Collins said the protest would help pro-
tect the Newark Earthworks. ‘‘Especially if
it musters enough support in this area.”’

Kerecz agreed that the protest would
effect some changes. ‘‘I believe the Native
Americans today still have faith and courage
that will endure forever,”’ Kerecz said.

*‘The government and OHS are dealing
with a new breed of warriors. If necessary I
will gladly give my life to stop the senseless
destruction and desecration of our religion
and heritage. We are here to stay.”’
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