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History @ [1'3 m E,; F

understanding Shawnee State University’s history, the people it serves, and where it is located is important
to understanding its mission and, subsequently, its mandates from the Ohio Board of Regents.

~

Shawnee State University is a state-supported public institution of higher education, located on the northern
fringe of Appalachia at the confluence of the Ohio and Scioto Rivers. The University traces its origins to the 1975
merger of Ohio University’s Portsmouth branch campus and Scioto Technical College. Shawnee State General and
Technical College, as it became known, joined other Ohio general and technical colleges in becoming a state
community college in 1977. In 1978, Shawnee State Community College consolidated operations on its present site.
Enrollment growth and regional educational needs prompted legislation, in 1986, that resulted in the creation of
Shawnee State University—Ohio’s thirteenth state-supported university. In its first decade, Shawnee State University

has expanded its physical plant and academic programs in order to fulfill its role as the institution of higher learning
for all of South Central Ohio.

Portsmouth, Ohio, a city of nearly 25,000 and the seat of Scioto County;, is its home. The population of Scioto
County is 80,327 (based on 1990 census figures). The county’s average per capita income is $8,303; 24 percent of the
county live in poverty. Twenty-nine percent of adults age 25 and over have some elementary school education (K-8),
18 percent have some high school (9-11), 36 percent are high school graduates, 9.6 percent have some college, and 7
percent are college graduates. The population is 95.9 percent Caucasian, 3.1 percent African American, .5 percent
Native American, .3 percent Hispanic, and .2 percent Asian.

Primary employers in the area include the nuclear enrichment plant operated by Lockheed-Martin Utility
Systems, Southern Ohio Medical Center, Southern Ohio Correctional Facility, Norfolk Southern Railway Corporation,
OSCO Industries Inc., Aristech, and Shawnee State University. Most of the companies in the area are unionized.
The region has experienced significant economic and population decline 6ver the last 25 years due to the loss of
.anufactunn' g industries such as the William’s Shoe Factory and Detroit Steel. These industries had worldwide
arkets and made a significant economic contribution to the region.

The people of South Central Ohio view Shawnee State University as an agent for change and economic

growth. The goals and priorities of the University (1997-99 Catalog, pages 6, 7) detail the method by which the
university community expects that change to occur.

The Ohio Board of Regents (OBR), a planning and coordinating agency, leads the political structure of higher
education in Ohio. Charged with studying state policy and making recommendations to the governor, Ohio General

Assembly, and higher education community, the OBR must approve or disapprove new institutions or degree
programs in Ohio.
































































































	September 8, 1997 Executive Committee Meeting
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1694212203.pdf.qTqBw

